
SMART/MAHER VFW NATIONAL CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION 
TEACHER AWARD CITATIONS FOR ELEMENTARY, MIDDLE AND 

HIGH SCHOOL TEACHERS AND THEIR SCHOOLS 

Each year, the Veterans of Foreign Wars selects elementary, middle and high school teachers 
to SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�WKH Smart/Maher VFW National Citizenship Education Teacher SURJUDP. 
(IIHFWLYH�WKLV�\HDU��9):�3RVW�7HDFKHU�$ZDUG�&KDLUPDQ�PD\ submit a candidate WR�WKHLU�
Department Headquarters by January 1�LQ�HDFK�FDWHJRU\. The Department PD\�select a 
single candidate for each of the three awards and submit those to VFW �National��
Headquarters �by �February 1. 9):ȢV�'HSDUWPHQW�7HDFKHU�ZLQQHUV�WKDW�DUH�UHFHLYHG�DW�
1DWLRQDO�+HDGTXDUWHUV�ZLOO�UHFHLYH�D�9):�1DWLRQDO�FLWDWLRQ�IRU�ERWK�WKH�ZLQQLQJ�WHDFKHU�DQG�
WKHLU�VFKRRO�LQ�HDFK�JUDGH�FDWHJRU\�

NOTE: The only item the National VFW Programs Department requires is the “VFW 
Department Teacher Award Citation Request Form” which is now available on the VFW 
website. 6LPSO\�YLVLW�YIZ�RUJ��ORJLQ��ORJ�LQ�WR�0\�9):��WKHQ�ORRN�XQGHU�0HPEHU�5HVRXUFHV��
FOLFN�RQ�9):�7UDLQLQJ�	�6XSSRUW��WKHQ�FOLFN�RQ�&RPPXQLW\�6HUYLFH�	�<RXWK�3URJUDPV��WKHQ�
ORRN�XQGHU�$GGLWLRQDO�5HVRXUFHV���7KH�7HDFKHU�(QWU\�IRUP��,QVWUXFWLRQ�VKHHW��&LWDWLRQ�
5HTXHVW�IRUP�DQG�&KDLUPDQȢV�PDQXDO�ZLOO�EH�XS�RQ�WKH�9):�ZHEVLWH�LQ�WKH�QHDU�IXWXUH��

 Who Is Eligible? 
�� Teachers who promote civic responsibility, flag etiquette and patriotism are prime�

candidates for this award. For example, do you know a teacher who plans field trips to�
city hall or organizes community volunteer projects? Maybe you know an instructor�
who invites veterans into the classroom to discuss their military experiences. Perhaps�
you are familiar with a teacher who fosters the development of democratic values and�
beliefs through special projects. If you know of such a teacher, honor him or her today��

�� All current certified/licensed teachers in grades K-12 are eligible. Previous national�
winners are ineligible. Nominations can be submitted by themselves, fellow teachers,�
supervisors, family members or other interested individuals. 

Documentation required for all Candidates: 
ŗǯ All Post-level nominees should provide a one-page resume as a minimum or up to five

SDJHV�DV�D�PD[LPXP�RI�GRFXPHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKHLU�WHDFKLQJ�H[SHULHQFH��IRU�H[DPSOH��UHIHUHQFHV�
QHZV�DUWLFOHV��HWF���DQG�D�KHDG�DQG�VKRXOGHU�SKRWR�RI�WKHPVHOYHV��7KHVH�LWHPV�ZLOO�EH
IRUZDUGHG�RQ�WR�WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�ZLWK�WKH�ZLQQLQJ�7HDFKHU�(QWU\�IRUP�


